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Partnership and Community Collaboration Academy 

Managing by Network 2023  

Sunshine Laws (FACA) Pop Quiz 

1. Read the Sunshine Laws Overview. (pages 2-3)

2. Select your response on the Pop Quiz (True/False). (page 4)

3. Check your responses against the Answer Key. (pages 5-6)

4. Share your takeaway on the Self-Study Form.

https://airtable.com/shrndMkorgmnAlTd4
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Sunshine Laws: FACA Overview 
What is the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)? 

Congress passed FACA in 1972 to ensure that advice received by federal agencies is objective 
and publicly available, and that citizen involvement in federal decisions is fair and equitable. 
FACA is one of the “sunshine laws” intended to shed light on federal decisions and decision-
making processes and fosters transparency and accountability.  

The purpose of FACA is to ensure that the public has knowledge of, and an opportunity to 
participate in, meetings between Federal agencies and groups that the agency either has 
established, or manages and controls, for the purpose of obtaining group advice and 
recommendations regarding the agency’s operations or activities. 

What are Federal Advisory Committees? 

FACA provides uniform standards for the operation of advisory committees used in the 
executive branch, and to ensure public access to and knowledge of their deliberations. FACA 
also sets up a process for “establishing, operating, overseeing, and terminating these advisory 
bodies” (i.e., committees) and for monitoring compliance with the Act. FACA requires that such 
groups be chartered, that their meetings be announced in advance and open to the public, and 
that their work product be made available to the public.   

FACA committee memberships must be "fairly balanced in terms of the points of view 
represented and the functions to be performed." Committee members represent diverse 
occupations, industry groups, and geographies, and provide access to information and advice 
on a range of issues affecting federal policies and programs. The public, in return, is afforded an 
opportunity to provide input into a process that may form the basis for government decisions. 

Examples of FACA Committees include state Resource Advisory Councils (e.g., Alaska RAC), site-
based advisory groups (e.g., Acadia NP Advisory Commission), and thematic advisory groups 
(e.g., Forest Resource Coordinating Committee or Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee).  

When does FACA apply? 

FACA requires that certain procedures be followed whenever a Federal agency seeks the 
consensus advice of a group external to the Federal government. FACA applies when all four of 
the following criteria are met: 

• The group involves people outside the government.

• The group has a ‘committee’ structure with fixed membership and specific purpose.

• A federal agency is primarily responsible for creating and managing the group.

• The groups’ primary purpose is to provide specific advice or group recommendations to
the federal agency.

https://www.blm.gov/get-involved/resource-advisory-council/near-you/alaska/rac
https://www.nps.gov/acad/getinvolved/acadia-advisory-commission.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-resource-coordinating-committee
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/partners#marine-fisheries-advisory-committee
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What are alternatives to FACA? 

• Avoid establishing a group and seeking group advice or recommendations: FACA
applies when a federal agency establishes or controls a group that includes non-
government representatives and does so with the purpose of obtaining collective advice
or recommendations.

• Seek individual perspectives, rather than the collective view of a group. The most
value to the government can sometimes come from groups in which members work
together to identify areas of agreement and disagreement.

o Seeking information from individuals about whether consensus exists among the
individual participants, and why, is not the same as seeking group consensus.

o Remember that a group that develops consensus does not trigger FACA coverage
unless the group was also established or utilized by the federal agency.
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Sunshine Laws: FACA Pop Quiz 

Question True False 

1. FACA applies to meetings with partners and stakeholders, if at least
two of the following criteria are met:
• The group involves people outside the government.
• The group has a ‘committee’ structure with fixed membership

and specific purpose.
• A federal agency is primarily responsible for creating and

managing the group.
• The groups’ primary purpose is to provide specific advice or

group recommendations to the agency.

  

2. A Resources Advisory Committee/Council (RAC) is a FACA
committee.   

3. Federal agency decision-makers welcome the expertise and
recommendations of private and nonprofit sector representatives
of FACA committees.

  

4. FACA committee members are appointed to a term of service by
the President, a senior agency leader, or a Governor.   

5. A FACA committee meeting is only publicized in the Federal
Register.   

6. An alternative approach to FACA is to participate as a
representative of a federal agency in a collaborative stakeholder
working group hosted by a third-party (non-federal) group.

  

7. FACA does not apply if Federal agency representatives are meeting
with Federal, Tribal, State, and local public agency employees
working in their official capacities.

  

8. Advisors regarding FACA application and alternatives include
federal agency Solicitor’s Office, Committee Management Officer
(CMO), NEPA Planners, and FACA Committee Coordinators.

  



5 

Sunshine Laws: FACA Answer Key 

Question True False 

1. FACA applies to meetings with partners and stakeholders, if at least
two of the following criteria are met:
• The group involves people outside the government.
• The group has a ‘committee’ structure with fixed membership

and specific purpose.
• A federal agency is primarily responsible for creating and

managing the group.
• The groups’ primary purpose is to provide specific advice or

group recommendations to the agency.

FALSE: All four criteria must be met for FACA to apply. 



2. A Resource Advisory Committee/Council (RAC) is a FACA
committee.

TRUE.


3. Federal agency decision-makers welcome the expertise and
recommendations of private and nonprofit sector representatives
of FACA committees.

TRUE: FACA committees may also include State and local public
officials working in their official capacity.



4. FACA committee members are appointed to a term of service by
the President, a senior agency leader, or a Governor.

TRUE: The Charter of a FACA Committee includes the criteria for
selection of members and designates appointment authority. To
promote collaboration between Federal and State governing
authorities, the appointment of members may require approval of
a State’s Governor.



5. A FACA committee meeting is only publicized in the Federal
Register.

FALSE: While a FACA committee meeting must be publicized in the
Federal Register, FACA Coordinators understand the importance
of transparency and accountability. FACA Coordinators distribute
meeting announcements to media, stakeholders, and public-at-
large and plan logistically for their participation in the meeting.
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Question True False 

6. An alternative approach to FACA is to participate as a
representative of a federal agency in a collaborative stakeholder
working group hosted by a third-party (non-federal) group.

TRUE.



7. FACA does not apply if Federal agency representatives are meeting
with Federal, Tribal, State, and local public agency employees
working in their official capacities.

TRUE.



8. Advisors regarding FACA application and alternatives include
federal agency Solicitor’s Office, Committee Management Officer
(CMO), NEPA Planners, and FACA Committee Coordinators.

TRUE.
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