
Route 66 

Partnership

• BLM California Desert District, Barstow Field Office

• California Historic Route 66 Association (CHR66A) 
501 (C) (3) non-profit partner

• Preserve and protect historic all portions of Route 66 
within California 

• Promote and educate the public about historical features 
of Route 66 



CMP Background

• 2011/2012 - BLM and CHR66A co-wrote proposal 

• U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway 

Administration’s National Scenic Byway Program grant

• Received grant August 2012

• September 2013 - Lardner-Klein Landscape 

Architects selected as CMP contractor



Route 66 CMP Study Area

• Prepare CMP for the 155-mile segment of Historic Route 66 from 

Barstow, California to the Colorado River within the CDD

• Seek National Scenic Byway/All American Road designation 



California Desert District (CDD)

• California Desert 
Conservation Area (CDCA)

• Designated by Congress 

• 1976 – Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act

• Encompasses 25 million 
acres in southern California

• 11 million acres public lands

• Five field offices

• District Office – Moreno 
Valley



BLM California

• Multiple use

• 15.2 million acres

• Includes 1.6 million 
acres in Nevada

• 47 million 
subsurface acres

• 3 Districts 

• 15 Field Offices

• 900 employees



County of San Bernardino 

• Route 66 is a county-maintained 
road and right-of-way

• More than 250 miles of Route 66 
in San Bernardino County

• Largest County in the U.S.



Jurisdictions/Partners/Stakeholders

• County of San Bernardino

• California Department  of Transportation

• City of Barstow

• City of Needles 

• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

–

• BLM California and Arizona

• National Park Service



CMP Goals

• Preserve iconic 

legacy of Route 66

• Protect cultural and 

historical resources

• Promote sustainable tourism

• Stimulate economic growth

• Enhance public safety

• Preserve & utilize BLM National 

Conservation Lands/public lands 



CMP Schedule

2013

• Dec: Rte 66 
orientation field 
tour for contractor, 
stakeholders

2014

• 2 Public meetings: 
Barstow, Needles

• 4 Webcasts

2015

• Jan: Draft Route 66 
Plan

• Feb: public review, 
webcast

• May: Publish Final 
Draft

• July: Release Final 
Draft, briefings



• BLM

• CHR66A

• National Park Service

• County and Municipal 

• State and Federal Agencies 

• Non-governmental 

Organizations

• Others with Interest in 

Route 66
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AD HOC PLANNING 
COMMITTEE

A partnership effort to 
preserve and enhance Route 
66 for heritage-based tourism



2014 CMP Webcasts

• Four webcasts on specific topics:

– April 28: Route 66’s Intrinsic Qualities 

and Stewardship

– May 22: Visitor Experience 

– August 28: Transportation 

– October 30: Marketing and Heritage 

Tourism Development  

• Ad Hoc Committee outreach

• More than 200 participants



Related Interagency Planning

• Desert Renewable Energy  Conservation Plan (DRECP)

• Mojave Trails National Monument-proposed by Feinstein

• Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program - NPS

• World Monument Fund (WMF) – The Road Ahead

• Old Spanish National Historic Trail – NPS

• Catellus Acquisitions

• San Bernardino County Programmatic Agreement with 
the California State Historic Preservation Office

– 128 wood trestle bridges eligible for National Register



DRECP: Innovative Strategy for Renewable Energy and 

Conservation on Public Lands in California Desert

• DOI, CA State

• Landscape-scale blueprint

• Streamline renewable energy 
development

• Conserve desert ecosystems

• Promote outdoor recreation

• Phase 1 released 11/10/2015

• Meet federal and state 
renewable energy and climate 
change goals through 2040

• Route 66 recognized for its 
historical contributions to 
America’s westward expansion



DRECP encompasses 22 million acres of State 

and BLM-managed public lands 



The Wildlands Conservancy 

(TWC) Catellus Acquisitions

• From 1999 to 2004, 

TWC acquired more 

than 587,000 acres of 

Catellus railroad land 

and donated it to the 

BLM and NPS

• Largest nonprofit land 

acquisition donated to 

the American people 

in U.S. history



Mojave Trails National Monument

• Created by 

Presidential 

Proclamation, 

February 12, 2016

• CMP analyzed      

20-mile Visual 

Resource 

Management 

viewshed



National-International Recognition

• World Monument Fund 
2008 Watchlist
– Among 100 most endangered sites

• National Trust for Historic 
Preservation
– 2007 Watchlist

– Route 66 Motels

– Among America’s Most Endangered 
Places

• U.S. Congress 2001: NPS Route 
66 Preservation Program



CMP Completed 

May 2015

• 18 months 

comprehensive outreach 

and coordination

• Initiated 2nd round of 

briefings with BLM and 

elected officials, 

partners and 

stakeholders



Anticipated Changes 

• San Bernardino County

• Addendums 



• Programmatic Agreement (PA)  
with the California State Office of 
Historic Preservation

• Outlines County’s obligation to 
preserve the historical and 
archaeological resources of  Route 
66 road and trestle bridges as much 
as possible during maintenance 
and repairs

• PA under development when Route 
66 Final Draft completed

• Addressed County’s concerns in 
their Draft Resolution supporting 
the CMP





CMP Letters and Resolutions of Endorsement

• DOI

• San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors

• Cities of Needles and Barstow



Gateway Memorandums 

of Understanding

• City of 

Needles

• City of 

Barstow



Implementation



Preserve the Road



Preserve the Road and Its Features



Preserve BLM National Conservation Lands

• Amboy Crater National 
Natural Landmark

• 11 Wilderness Areas

• 6 ACECs  

Amboy Crater

Clipper Mountains 
Wilderness

Marble Mountains, Trilobite Wilderness 



Enhance Visitor Experience

5 Mile Interpretive Kiosk



• Public land adjacent to Route 66 at 
the 5-Mile exit off Interstate 40

• Reconnects Interstate travelers to 
historic Route 66

• Dedicated Friday, May 8, 2014 

• BLM , District Advisory Council, 
City of Needles officials, local 
stakeholders

• Site provides BLM opportunities to 
increase partnerships with local and 
county stakeholders 

• Support sustained heritage tourism 
of Route 66 

• Promote recreation and discovery of 
public lands  



• Kiosk highlights points 
of interests about the 
history of communities 
along Route 66 

• Promote recreation and 
discovery of public lands  



Visitor Safety and Roadway Travel

• Severe flash flooding 
September 2014 

• 50 bridges washed out

• Sections of Route 66 destroyed



Impacts to Commerce, Safety, Tourism

• Route 66 east of Amboy between Essex, Goffs and I-40 closed

• Lack of access jeopardizes lives and safety of local citizens

• Threats to state and interstate commerce and trade

• Impact to national and international tourism

• BLM and CHR66A letters of funding support



Marketing Strategies: Positioning for Tourism

“Only on California Historic 

Route 66”

• Beauty of the Mojave Desert

• Patton’s WWII encampment

• Harvey Houses

• Grapes of Wrath setting

• Recreation on public

lands



• First ever high desert 
tourism/economic summit

• Speakers from across U.S.

• Experts in tourism and 
economic development

• Sold out capacity – 100

• Participants from 
throughout Southern CA

• Letters of support:

– Supervisor James Ramos, 
San Bernardino County





BLM Public Lands

• Offer Route 66 visitors year-
round opportunities

• Experience some of the most 
diverse - extreme desert and 
mountain landscapes in 
southern California

• Recreation (camping, hiking, 
hunting, OHV, wildlife 
watching, water sports, etc.)

• Filming/photography

• Solitude

• Discovery

http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/afton.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/afton.html






State Senator Jean FullerBLM State Director Jerome 

(Jerry) Perez



More than 20 Local and Regional Sponsors



JAMES C. RAMOS
Supervisor, Third District
County of San Bernardino
Board of Supervisors

BARSTOW COMFORT SUITES 



Promote Historical Motels



Restaurants

http://www.dinapolisfirehouse.com/
http://www.dinapolisfirehouse.com/


Casa del Desierto—Harvey House, Barstow

Barstow









American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association

• AIANTA



Next Steps
• Stimulate community development

• Promote sustainable tourism

• Preserve our Route 66 heritage

• Work together as a network

• Encourage economic growth for the 5 
million people live and work along 
the Route



BLM & CHR66A Seek National Road Designation

• Submit nomination to Department of Transportation Secretary

• Request National Scenic Byway/All American Road 
designation for the California segment of Route 66

• Currently portions of Route 66 in Arizona, Illinois, New 
Mexico, and Oklahoma have National Scenic Byway 
designation

• Resolutions and letters of support reflect grass-roots support 
for the designation



Celebrate International Route 66 Partners

• Route 66 is an international destination

• More than 160 countries worldwide visit the 
United States each year to travel Route 66

• Many countries have Route 66 Associations



Celebrate the Legacy of Route 66

• November 2016 – 90th anniversary of 
the designation of Route

• State, national and international 
festivals planned throughout the 
world

• Los Angeles will host America’s 
International Festival



Thank You


